
DISCUSSION ASSIGNMENT INSTRUCTIONS

The student will complete 3 Discussions in this course. The student will post one thread of at least 400 words by 11:59 p.m. (ET) on Thursday of the assigned Module: Week. For each thread, students must support their assertions with at least 1 scholarly citations in Turabian format Acceptable sources include the textbooks, scholarly books, relevant periodicals and journals, the Bible, etc.

Textbooks Used: 

Comparative Politics: Classic and Contemporary Readings 2017 by Dickovick & Eastwood

Comparative Politics: Integrating Theories, Methods, and Cases 3RD 19 by Dickovick & Eastwood

Prevailing Worldviews of Western Society Since 1500 2006 by Glenn R. Martin 

Discussion 1:

In the readings for this module, you explored several theories that attempt to explain the formation of states. To what extent do any of these theories explain the formation of the United States? As we see with economic theories, worldviews, such as the Marxist worldview, can have a substantial influence on these theories. How might the Judeo-Christian worldview affect the analysis of the formation of the United States?


Discussion 2: 

In this module's Learn section, you explored the concept of development. The authors provided you with thoughts on both the causes of development and various methods by which development may be measured. What do the authors mean by "development"? What indicators are most useful and effective in measuring development? What indicators, if any, should be added to those described by the authors? How might one go about distinguishing between causes and effects? For example, is wealth a cause of development, evidence of development, or a neutral characteristic that is neither a cause or an effect of development? What about liberty? 


Discussion 3:

In this module, you have examined the concept of "democracy." This powerful label is often used for political purposes, but it can be difficult to apply for purposes of comparative politics. In comparing systems and regimes, what definitions of democracy are most useful? Which of the theories or kinds of theories are most useful in analyzing democracy in America? Why?   


